
Memorandum 

 
To:  City Council 

From:  Keith Robinson 

Date:  May 28, 2015 

Subject: Ordinance 6, Amending 

 Chapter 5.10 Pertaining to Marijuana 

 

 

 

I last appeared before Council on April 16, 2015 with an update on work pertaining to 

amending Chapter 5.10, General Offenses as it pertains to enforcement related to 

marijuana. The current ordinance was adopted prior to the City allowing medical or retail 

marijuana businesses. Further several other changes have occurred related to marijuana 

enforcement at the state level and addressing changes through municipal ordinance is 

suggested. 

 

By way of review the Gunnison Police Department is charged with enforcing Colorado 

State Statute as well as Gunnison Municipal Ordinances. In adopting Municipal 

Ordinances the City has typically limited violations to what would be lower level 

misdemeanors, petty offenses and traffic offenses under Colorado State Statute. In the 

states adopting of the marijuana laws they gave a lot more flexibility to local government 

to set their own laws and not be bound to strictly follow the state statutes. 

. 

As with other municipal ordinances there is overlap between Municipal and State laws 

giving officers a range of charges to apply based on the situation. 

 

The attached draft is provided for Councils review. Research is still ongoing into a few 

other areas such as; private cultivation of more than six plants and disposal of waste from 

private grows. As you review the draft the language in red is proposed with existing 

language marked out. 

 

For discussion on June 2, 2015 is the identification of other violations Council would 

suggest for enforcement at the City level and review that those violations already 

identified are appropriate for Municipal Court. 

 

 


